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COMMANDANTS
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| am pleased to report to you that our
Swing and Sway with Sammy Kaye
eventwasagreat success. Wesold 656
tickets at $15.00 each and the audito-
rium was filled with music lovers of
all ages. This event was successful
because of the event chairman, China
Marine Lloyd Remus. Come to the
next meeting to hear the financial re-
port on the event. | want to personally
thank Lloyd for his hard work and
point out to our Detachment Marines
that heisashining exampleof what we
can do when we set our minds to the
completion of atask. | would be re-
missif | did not include thanking Bob
Porter for the event as well, since
without hishel pin printing the posters
and tickets our success would most
likely have been very limited. We
worked well with the American Le-
gion Browne/Cavender Post #148 on
this event and seeing them working
alongside usand with usmade mefeel
proud of both organizations and it
proved that joining forces can work
for all. A special thanksto those from
both organizations that served as ush-
ersand helpersat the event. | received

many nice comments from those at-

tending about how wonderful it wasto
attend anevent wherethey weretreated

to such a warm reception and got as
much help asthey did with there physi-

cal needs.

We will be completing our committee
assignments at the next meeting, and
we still need help with several of them
so please call me if you can give us a
hand at 517-676-4437.

We will be very involved this year in
the Toysfor Tots drive, dueto Charlie
Company being deployed. We could
use more help, therefore | encourage
you to contact our Toysfor Tots chair-
man, Detachment Senior Vice Com-
mandant, Cedric Hamiel and get on his
working list. Wewill beinvolvedinthe
Silver Bellsin the City event again this
year and will have the Red Caboose at
the corner of Michigan and Washing-
ton, with help from the Lansing Board
of Water and Light. Againthisyear we
will have Marine Stan Lyon with his
restored 1952 Studebaker 6X6 MA-
RINE troop carrier there to haul the
Toysdown to the Salvation Army stor-
agefacility. Last year we did not reach

our goal of filling it completely and
hope to get er done this year.

| want toinformall of our membersthat
wereally need toincrease our efforts at

recruiting and retaining new member-
ship into the Detachment. | say thisfor

several reasons. First, theMarine Corps
League does not have a seat on the
Michigan Veterans Trust Fund Coun-
cil, since we do not as a Department
meet the membership requirement set
when the Fund was established in 1946.
Second, we need to organize more De-
tachments in the State and get those
Marines who live in our State to join
with us and help with our veterans pro-
grams. We have always, as Marines,
been ableto do morewith less, but until
we get more help in this area we can
never compete on alevel playing field.
| have heard many Marine veterans say
| did my shareand now all | wantistobe
left alone. | believe they deserve peace
and quite, but they need to fully under-
stand that without them as memberswe
will never be ableto successfully com-
pletethemission laid out by our Marine
Corps League founding father General

John A. Lejeune.

At the State convention this year | had
theprivilegeof Introducing our Detach-
ment lwoJimaMarineConrad Taschner.
Conniewent in with the second wave at
Iwo and that makes him special to all of
us. But what makes Conniedoubly spe-
cia is his involvement in our League.
Henever hesitatesto volunteer for ajob
and even though he can not at times
because of physical problems, do al
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that hewouldlike, heisnever theless
a shining example of what we need
from all of those Marinesin our State
who are not involved. Our veterans
service offices and officersare doing
a great job but have not had an in-
crease in their budget for the last six
years and did not get one again this
year. Remember they arethe oneswe
turn to when we need the help of the
Veterans Administration and if you
have ever tried to travel that road
without help it’s like stepping into a
mine field. There is only one way to
get the help of our State and Federal
Senatorsand Legislatorsandthatisto
show them that we have the numbers
in membership to sway elections.

Thisiswhy we need those State Ma-
rineswho are not with us now to join
and help! WE DO NOT NEED EX-
CUSES AND ONCE A MARINE
ALWAYSA MARINE! THEJOB IS
STILL THERE TO DO. EVEN IF
THEIR NOT STILL IN UNIFORM
THEY ARE STILL MARINES WE
MUST HAVE THEIR HELP NOW.
SO GO FIND THEM IN YOUR
AREA AND GET THEM ON
BOARD. | want to congratul atethose
members of the Detachment who are
taking on jobs with the Department.

Capital Courier is the monthly
newsletter of Capital Detachment,
Marine Corps League, 840 E. Co-
lumbia St., Mason, MI 48854. The
newsletter is distributed free to De-
tachment members. Material pre-
sented herein is for informational
and entertainment purposes only.
Use of advertisement does not con-
stitute endorsement by the Detach-
ment or Department of Marine
Corps League. All photos, stories,
letters, and advertisements must

be received by the 15th of each
month for use in the next
issue.

Advertising rates are

$20.00 per half-year for

Marine Corps League

members and $60.00

for non-league adver-
tisers.

They are Detachment Paymaster Phil
Zamora (Central Zone Commandant)
Detachment Junior Vice Commandant
Wendy Zamora (Fund raising Commit-
tee and Scholarship Committee) and
yours truly Commandant Doug Will-
iams (Department Legislative Direc-
tor). We now have three Past Depart-
ment Commandantsin our Detachment
they are Marine Roy Donald, Marine
Ed Eden, & Marine Hugh A. Clarkin.
AsLegidative Director for the Depart-
ment | will be encouraging through our
Department Commandant all members
of the Department to commence aletter
writing campaign to their State Sena-
torsand State Representativesdemand-
ingthat they increasethe Department of
Military and Veterans affairs Budget
for our Veterans Service Offices and
Service Officers for fiscal year 2007-
2008 by at least 18 %. Wecan no longer
afford to just sit back and accept the
meager handout they grant useachyear.
We also have a responsibility to meet
when it comes to providing for those
who will return to us from lrag and
Afghanistaninneed of our services. We
do not want to see another twelve-year
stall as we saw with Agent Orange.

| will also ask our Department Com-
mandant to seek out our brother veter-

ans organizations and ask them to join
with usinthiscampaign sowecanbring
more voicesto thetable and more pres-
sureto bear upon those who control the
purse strings. We cannot and must not
loose thisfight, or our brother Marines
and fellow veterans will suffer. This
year we will be holding the Marine
CorpsBirthday party at VFW Post 701
and plans are under way to make it a
great party. As usual, it will start at
16:30 and end when ever and the dateis
of course November 10, 2006. SOS,
Cake Cutting, War Story telling, inter-
acting with old friends and BS are all
part of this most important day and |
encourage all to attend and have agood
time. Thisyear we will have two kinds
of SOS, one chipped beef and one ham-
burger in an effort to please all. So if
you have any complaints take it to the
chaplain. In closing | would like to ask
everyoneto sign up anew member and
get involved in the operation of our
Detachment. We need your input and
helptomakethisthebest Detachmentin
the State.

Semper Fidelis
Commandant
Doug Williams
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From the Detachment Paymaster

Marines:
Our Birthday Party is fast approaching and | am in charge of putting the PARTY together if you would like
to help with the Birthday Party on Nov. 10", contact me ASAP, | would like to hold a meeting before our
next meeting so we can divide up the workload, call me during the day at (517) 204-4883 or at night at (517)
541-1501.

Now this is to the Women, after the Convention it was decided that we would not start a Auxiliary in the
Capital Detachment but we would like all our Wives, Girlfriends, Daughters, Mothers, etc. to join us as
Associate Members, we would like to do this now, the cost to join the Detachment is the same as a regular
member $30.00 for the first year and $25.00 every year after, | am also checking with National to see if
Associates are allowed to purchase life memberships,

Now about Life Memberships, on Jan 1*the price for life memberships will rise, if you plan on being around
for a while, you might consider purchasing this, | have the prices by age on the website or will have them
at the next meeting.

And last we now have a Detachment Color Guard, but we need more Marines, contact Marine Tim Scott
if you would like to be in our Color Guard, uniform will be White Shirt with epilates (Pilots shirt) Dress Blue
trousers and shiny black shoes, | am checking with other Detachments that have Color Guards about where
they get most of their uniform items.

Semper Fi Marines

Phil Zamora
- i i
. The Wild Iris Soap Works
I N S TY'P R I N TS Handmade Bath and Body Products
)
BUSINESS PRINTING SERVICES Elaine & Heidi Williams
(517) 676-4437
3121 W. SAGINAW ¢ LANSING, M| 48917
(517) 321-7091 « FAX (517) 321-8277 Our shop is located at 1111 E. Columbia St.,, Mason
Shop hours are Thurs-Sat, 10 am-4pm, or call for an
WWW.LANSING.INSTY-PRINTS.COM appointment
League Member Joe Bristol

$1% OFF

Gizzard Dinner
with this ad

(517) 645-2120
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CAPITAL _COURIER DETACHMENT MEETING
Newsletter of Marine Corps League THURSDAY
Capital Detachment AUGUST 24, 2006 ,18:00
Lansing, Michigan VFW POST 701
MENT  Meets Fourth Thursday of the Month 123 N. ROSEMARY STREET

LANSING MICHIGAN

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Anyone wishing to put something into the
newsletter(advertising, photos, announcements, DETACHMENT MEETINGS

birthdays, anniversaries, taps etc...) may do so
by contacting:
Doug Williams
e:mail: willi183@msu.edu Thursday, October 26th
phone: 517-676-4437
mail: 1111 E. Columbia St.
Mason, MI 48854

Thursday, September 28th

Friday, November 10th
Marine Corps Birthday

Complaints: see the Chaplain




